the story of a woman who didn’t give up.

Susan was in pursuit of her
dream job.

( {!.,E‘\‘ X She faced discouragement,
B4 " yet kept moving forward.
A A\
= ,;\ - After countless hours of
s hard work, Susan got her
A = true reward...

A Promising and ¥

f Awalts You....
b ey, O WOASY pxonp

Tadust « personaty

WWW.ryseup.com



The Dream Job

Susan was looking for a job, so she
sent her resume all over town. She
scoured the newspapers every day,
and by the end of the month, Susan
had applied to over one hundred
openings. “Surely,” Susan thought,

“I will find my dream job soon!”

But many days passed and Susan'’s
phone didn’t ring once. She began to
worry — was there something wrong with
her resume?

Finally, two weeks after she sent in her
107™ resume, she got a call for her first
interview!

Soon after, Susan got another two calls
and she ended up with three interviews
scheduled.

“Finally,” she thought, “I'm one step

|”
.

closer to my dream job

So Susan went to her interviews
and she thought she made a
wonderful impression, but to Susan’s
disappointment, she only heard back
about one job, and it was the lowest
paid, least fulfiling opportunity of the
three.

“Should | take it2”, she wondered.
The thought of working every day at a
job she hated made her feel hopeless.
Susan was afraid she might not find
anything else, so she accepted the
job, but vowed to continue looking for
something better.

A few weeks after accepting the
low-paying, unfulfilling job, Susan got a
call from a company who hadn’t got
back to her for weeks. It turns out they
needed someone with Susan’s exact
skill set!

Finally, after some hard work and
persistence, Susan was offered the job
of her dreams — the money was good
and it was just the kind of work she
was looking for.

MORAL: Stay positive in the
face of disappointment. New

opportunities will appear when
you least expect it.
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The Dream Job

Wow! What a great reminder that
discouragement is the number one enemy
to our success!

Discouragement is a more potent enemy
than incompetence, more potent than
ilness, and more potent than poverty. All of
those things can be overcome, but
discouragement can overcome us if we
allow it to!

Everyone has down times and things
don't always go our way. But of course,
everything can't always go our way! If we
were successful 100% of the time, we'd
never try harder to get better, quicker, wiser,
and kinder — we'd just wallow in our same
old boring routine.

So look at the disappointment in your life
as an opportunity to gain. Strive to do what
needs to be done, then look for a way to do
it better! There's always a way around an
obstacle.

Susan didn't give up when she didn’t
hear anything after she sent her first resume,
nor did she give up after her hundredth
resume. She always kept moving one foot in
front of the other and disallowed
discouragement from keeping her down.

Self-Reflection Questions:

When Susan took the job that seemed to
be a dead end, she still didn’t give up. She
took the job that was offered and kept
looking for something better. She knew
something else was out there... and there
was!

When we put in our best effort, we
create opportunities, we find opportunities,
and opportunities find us. When we allow
disappointment and discouragement to
take over, we don’'t see the hidden gems
right in front of our own faces!

What if Susan had stopped her pursuit of
her dream job when she took the dead end
positione What if she had allowed her
disappointment to dictate her actions?
What if she ignored the phone call about
her dream job offer?e

Well, she wouldn’t be very happy at all!
She would be suffering an inner tension day
in and day out.

We're so busy feeling sorry for ourselves
that we often miss the chance to grow in
patfience, peace and serenity as we work
and wait for better chances to come along.

Opportunities will come. They always do
when we work, wait and watch for them.

« When | face disappointment, how do | react?
« Dol have astrategy for moving forward if the path I'm on now seems like a dead end?

« What can | do to prepare myself to grow and learn from discouragement?
« How many times have | allowed discouragement to keep me from new opportunities?
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